"unassignable patients" (45.5%). The Plurality Rule had the highest proportion of random practice volume devoted to the assigned patients (82.1%).When the sample was restricted to patients having more than three visits (N=602,469), fewer patients were assigned to the random FP/GP for all assignment rules. However, the proportion of the random FP/GP practice volume devoted to assigned patients remained over 75% for both the majority and plurality rules.
These assignment rules are based on outpatient visit data and do not represent a formal agreement between a physician and a rostered patient.Visits made as part of a group practice versus those made in walk-in clinics are also difficult to differentiate with administrative claims data.With this in mind, the study found assigned patients saw fewer numbers of physicians than unassigned patients. For example, only 3.4% of the patients assigned using the Majority Rule saw more than five physicians in the year. Further work continues at ICES utilizing the National Population Health Survey to examine the characteristics of patients seeing multiple FPs/GPs. In addition, models examining the economic consequences of negation are also being conducted.
In summary, a significant proportion of the population (just over 10%) saw more than five GPs/FPs in one year. However, if a patient identifies with one physician provider, then they are less likely to see multiple physicians. In our study, which was based on a fee-for-service system, a patient identified with a physician provider by having the majority of their visits with that provider.Therefore, a formal process of patient rostering may reduce the number of different FPs/GPs a patient sees.
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